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I have been appointed a member of the Scientific Jury and appointed as a Reviewer in the 
procedure for public defense of the submitted dissertation with Order No 482 of 23.12.2019 
of the Executive Director and Procurator of Acibadem Cityclinic MBAL Tokuda. The 
documentation provided to me is in accordance with the requirements of the Academic 
Staff Development Act of the Republic of Bulgaria, the Regulations for its implementation 
and the Regulations for the development of the academic staff in the aforementioned 
academic institution. 
I do not have any publications with the doctoral student. 
Relevance of the dissertation topic: 
Dermatoscopy, as a diagnostic method in practical dermatology, has been known since the 
early 20th century, with the establishment of accurate diagnostic criteria being refined in 
the second half of the century. Today, this method is part of the daily practice of the 
practicing dermatologist and provides opportunities for early and accurate diagnosis of 
various dermatoses, and its most significant medical and social importance is the timely 
detection of a number of benign and malignant skin tumors, especially malignant 
melanoma. 
So far, no diagnostic studies have been conducted in Bulgaria on the various pigment lesions 
using the new 7-Point Checklist diagnostic algorithm. The insufficient information on the 
problem at the moment determines both the author's motivation for carrying out this 
scientific work and the contribution character of the thesis. 
Structure, characterization and evaluation of the dissertation: 
Dr. Maria Kassini's dissertation is written on 117 printed pages and includes the usual 
sections for scientific development: title page, content and thanks - 6 pages; introduction 
and literature review - 50 pages; purpose and tasks of the study - 1 page, materials and 
methods - 4 pages, results of own studies - 33 pages; discussion of the results - 11 pages; 
conclusions and contributions - 3 pages; bibliography - 13 pages. The text is illustrated with 
27 tables, 8 figures, 10 diagrams, 16 photographs. The bibliographic reference contains 170 
literary sources, 1 of which is in Cyrillic and 169 in Latin. 
The literature review is an analysis of the sources cited, with the dermatoscopic method 
discussed both historically and in contemporary terms. The 11 scales currently used for 
evaluation of various skin pathological lesions with emphasis on melanocytic and non-
melanocytic formations are indicated and analyzed. The pigment changes in shape, size and 
color changes, as well as the clinical and dermoscopic characteristics of various nevi and 
syndromes are discussed in detail. 
Described in detail is the "7-Point Checklist", which as a new diagnostic algorithm is most 
commonly used in practice at present, with the main purpose of differentiating melanocytes 
from non-melanocytic lesions. The diagnostic value of the method is 82%, with a sensitivity 
of 95% and a specificity of 75%. 



The goals of the dissertation are clearly formulated in two directions and specify the 
optimization of the clinical diagnosis of melanocytic lesions and in particular of malignant 
melanoma, to evaluate the application of the method for limiting unnecessary surgical 
interventions and to confirm the role of dermatoscopy for preoperative evaluation of 
tumors. 
The dissertation student has set herself 3 tasks, the consistent implementation of which 
logically leads to the achievement of the goal. 
The study material is a clinical contingent of 205 patients (with 307 lesions suspected of 
malignancy and impending excision). The material was selected at the hospitals in Tokuda 
Hospital, Sofia, at City clinic, Sofia and St. Raphael private hospital”- Larnaca, Cyprus. 
Classical and medical methods (clinical, dermoscopic, histologic) have been applied to carry 
out the research. Statistical discriminative and comparative methods were used. A p ≤ 0.05 
coefficient was chosen for the significance level, which rejects the null hypothesis. 
The results of our own studies have been published on 33 pages. The data obtained for the 
selected population is sufficient, which is why I accept the results as confidential. 
 
A total of 2508 patients with 6470 lesions were examined clinically and dermatoscopically, 
and 205 patients with 307 suspected metaplasia pigment lesions were eligible for inclusion 
in the study. Persons are divided by gender, age and phototype. Women are 6% more than 
men, malignancies (by frequency) are suspected among people in the age group of 50-59, 
followed by those between 18 and 28 years old, with the highest percentage being patients 
with thirds (47.32% ) and a second (38.54%) phototype. The localization of the pathological 
changes is the highest incidence of trunk followed by the face and lower extremities, less 
frequent is the localization of the nails (7.49%), genitals (5.86%), palms / feet (4.56) %). 
Patients with melanocytic lesions of the oral mucosa were not identified in the study. 
Of the 307 dermatoscopically analyzed formations, 127 (41%) were surgically removed. 
Properly read dermatoscopy allows to reduce the incidence of unnecessary excision of 
suspicious lesions, which I appreciate as a contribution to the thesis. 
Of the 127 non-oviduous efflorescences removed, melanocytic nevi were 32.2%, dysplastic 
nevi (23.62%), melanomas (11.81%), hyperpigmental basaliomas (10.24%) and others. The 
results of the analysis of 15 patients with open malignant melanoma, confirmed and 
histologically, showed the diagnostic value of shine white streaks (SWS) and their 
histological relationship with melanocytic lesions (p = 0.030), a fact also of practical value. 
The discussion of the results is 11 pages. The results obtained from the author's research 
are discussed in the light of the selected theoretical framework and compared with the 
results of the current research in the field. The discussions made demonstrate sufficient 
knowledge of the doctoral student's problem, correct reasoning and critical interpretation 
of the results. 
Contributions and importance of development to science and practice: 
The dissertation concludes with 11 conclusions (4 epidemiological and 7 clinical), which are 
derived from our own studies and accurately reflect the results obtained and their analysis. 
Described in detail, they are systematic data, some of which are published for the first time 
in Bulgaria. 
I also accept the aforementioned 10 contributions (total) to the dissertation, divided into 
"original" (4) and "confirmatory" (6). 



The thesis contains a list of scientific papers related to the topic. They are a total of 16 - 4 
publications (in three of them Dr. Kassini is the lead author) in Bulgarian medical periodicals, 
5 participation in international and 7 in national scientific forums. 
The abstract for the dissertation is from 45 pages and adequately reflects the main points of 
scientific development. 
Critical notes: 
The literature review is too large and exceeds the commonly accepted 1/3 volume of all 
work. Despite the indisputable qualities of the review, I believe that the volume could be 
reduced by including parts of it in the Discussion section, which would balance the structure 
of the dissertation; 
The content of the dissertation lacks page numbering and lacks the commonly accepted 
"Abbreviations" used in the text. There is no "content" in the abstract at all. At the same 
time, the published Content in the main work does not correspond to the names in the 
statement by chapters, sections, points, etc .; 
The goals set in the dissertation are two, but in the abstract it is one that I take as a 
technical pass. The tasks are 3 (three), but they can be more, with each one additional. At 
the same time, the clinical and epidemiological analysis of the population was not 
performed in a separate task, and the results are presented in Conclusions; 
The clinical material “Patients” (p. 61) is described only by epidemiological data and it is 
only in section 4 “Results” that their numbers and principles for the creation of a cohort 
under study are specified (p. 65); 
There is also no description of the statistical analysis methods used; The conclusions are 11 
(eleven), some of which can be combined (6 and 7, 9 and 10) and others cleared of 
unnecessary information (5th); 
The abstract also mentions the numbers of the sources cited, which is unnecessary; 
The list of scientific works on the topic should be properly applied in the dissertation itself 
(not only in the abstract), as proof of the realization of the scientific claim; 
Critical technical notes that make an impression (text formatting, line spacing, misspellings, 
dots, commas, and spaces between them) are not essential, although they should be 
avoided in view of the completed type of scientific work. 
 
Despite the remarks in conclusion, I positively appreciate the dissertation work of Dr. Maria 
Kassini, who has the necessary contributory character. My reasons for positive evaluation 
are: 
The description and study of melanocytic changes in scars obtained after removal of the 
nevi (so-called Pseudomelanoma) and the relationship found between clinical and 
dermatoscopic findings in patients with pseudomelanomas; 
Proven correlation between the width of deep stromal fibroplasia as a sign of malignancy 
and the presence of 'shine white streaks' (SWS) in dermatoscopy; 
The role of dermatoscopy for limiting unnecessary surgery - NNE (number needed to excise) 
In view of the above, I am voting for the award of the Doctorate degree in education and 
science to Dr. Maria Kassini. 
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